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word which Greek philosophy has said to the world, is a prayer which we find at the end of the commentary of Simplicius on Epictetus, a prayer full of honest purpose:
' I beseech Thee, 0 Lord, the Father, Guide of our reason, to make us mindful of the noble origin Thou hast thought worthy to confer upon us ; and to assist us to act as becomes free agents ; that we may be cleansed from the irrational passions of the body and may subdue and govern the same, using them as instruments in a fitting manner; and to assist us to the right direction of the reason that is in us, and to its participation in what is real by the light of truth. And thirdly, I beseech Thee, my Saviour, entirely to remove the darkness from the eyes of our souls, in order that we may know aright, as Homer says, both God and men/ (See J. A. Farrer, Paganism and Christianity, p. 44.)
I shall devote the rest of this introductory lecture to reading some extracts which will show, I hope5 that the heathen also could utter prayers, and some prayers which require but little modification before we ourselves can join in them.
Egyptian Prayer.
1 Hail to Thee, maker of all beings, Lord of law, Father of the Grods; maker of men, creator of "beasts; Lord of
grains, making food for the beasts of the*field.....The
One alone without a second.....King alone, single among
the Gods; of many names, unknown is their number.
I come to Thee, 0 Lord of tne Gods, who hast existed from the beginning, eternal God, who hast made all things that are. Thy name be my protection ; prolong my term of life